
us to 'become blameless 

and harmless, children of 

God without fault in the 

midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation;' he 

adds, "among whom ye 

shine as lights in the 

world, holding forth the 

word of life" (Philippians 

2:15-16). It takes both a 

shining example and the 

word of life to redeem a 

soul from sin. Those of 

the world may learn a 

good bit about the truth 

by one's good deeds 

which he sees, but there 

are some things he can 

never learn just by ob-

serving one's good behav-

ior. We should be looking 

for a door of opportunity 

to be opened to us to 

teach the specifics from 

the word of God to that 

neighbor or friend who 

has been favorably influ-

enced to be receptive to 

the word of God because 

of the good behavior he 

has observed in our lives.  

~ 
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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to 

the public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 

(850) 939-8109 

This entire publication and previous is-

sues are available online at 

navarrechurchofchrist.net 

along with some more useful information 

Navarre church of Christ 

8490 James M Harvell Rd 

Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Assembly Schedule 

Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 

    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 

    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday 

    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME! 
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The reason God decided 

to destroy the world in 

the days of Noah was be-

cause "the earth was cor-

rupt in the sight of 

God ...And God looked on 

the earth, and behold, it 

was corrupt; for all flesh 

had corrupted their way 

upon the earth" (Genesis 

6:11-12). 

 

After God had purged the 

earth of wickedness, it 

was not long until moral 

corruption had filled the 

earth again. He had 

promised he would not 

destroy the earth again 

by water, and he chose 

Israel as the people 

through whom Christ, the 

seed of Abraham, was to 

come to save the world 

from sin (Genesis 12:1-3; 

John 1:29; 1 John 2:1-2). 

The Lord's servant of Isai-

ah's prophecy was to 

"restore the preserved 

ones of Israel" and to be 

"a light of the na-

tions" (Isaiah 49:6). When 
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Jesus came He said that 

when he was lifted upon 

the cross He would draw 

all men to Himself (John 

12:32). He also claimed 

that he was the light of 

the world (John 8:12). 

Thus Jesus fulfilled the 

mission of the Lord's 

servant predicted by Isai-

ah. 

 

Ideally speaking fleshly 

Israel should have been a 

light to the nations dur-

ing the Old Testament 

period. Being in the 

unique role where God 

placed her, it was surely 

God's intention that she 

should be an influence 

for good among the na-

tions. Paul found fault 

with the Jews of his day 

because though they 

were confident that they 

were a guide to the blind 

and a light to those who 

were in darkness, they 

did not even live up to 

the demands they made 

of others. Consequently, 

Paul says, the name of 

God was blasphemed 

among them (Romans 

2:19-24). 

 

In this age God is looking 

to Christians, the new 

Israel of God (Galatians 

6:19), to be an influence 

for good in the world. 

Jesus told His disciples 

that they were "the light 

of the world" (Matthew 

5:14), and "the salt of the 

earth" (Matthew 5:13). 

The condition of the 

world has been about the 

same in all ages and the 

need for a good influence 

from righteous people is 

just as important in our 

time as at any other time 

in the history of the 

world. 

 

John says that "the whole 

world lieth in the wicked 

one" (1 John 5:19), yet, 

Christians, as a peculiar 

people (that is, God's 

own special people), 

have been called out of 

darkness into His marvel-

ous light (1 Peter 2:9). 

They are not to love the 

world, nor the things of 

the world (1 John 2:15-

17). Having escaped the 

corruption that is in the 

world through lusts, they 

"no longer should live the 

rest of (their) time in the 

flesh for the lusts of men, 

but for the will of God" (1 

Peter 4:2). Good influ-

ence is made possible 

through good behavior.  

 

Live in the World 

 

To be an influence for 
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good Christians have to 

mingle themselves with 

society. They cannot be 

monks or hermits and at 

the same time be consti-

tuted the salt of the 

earth and the light of the 

world. To mix with peo-

ple in the world is not the 

same as to be "of the 

world." We must be in 

the world to be an influ-

ence for good, but we 

are not of the world 

(John 17:14). To be "not 

of the world" is to be 

kept "from the evil 

one" (John 17:15); posi-

tively, it is to "keep one-

self unspotted from the 

world" (James 1:27), and, 

negatively, it is to "love 

not the world or the 

things in the world" (1 

John 2:15). 

 

"Come out from among 

them and be separate, 

says the Lord" (2 Corin-

thians 6:17) shows we 

are to live a separated 

life, but not an isolated 

one. No one can be an 

influence for good while 

living in isolation. The 

world is surely the place 

for the salt of the world. 

 

Human Instrumentality 

 

God uses human beings 

as human agents to win 

the world to Jesus Christ. 

The reason Jesus intend-

ed for his disciples to be 

lights in the world was 

that those of the world 

may "see your good 

works and glorify your 

Father in heav-

en" (Matthew 5:16). Pe-

ter admonishes Chris-

tians to "abstain from 

fleshly lusts which war 

against the soul" so that 

"having your conduct 

honorable among the 

Gentiles ...by your good 

works which they ob-

serve;" they may "glorify 

God in the day of visita-

tion" (1 Peter 2:11-12). 

Being blameless and 

harmless in the world, 

shining as lights in the 

world (Philippians 2:14-

16) has purpose beyond 

the happiness and good 

it will bring to our own 

lives. God wants by our 

good behavior to use us 

as instruments in His 

hands to bring others out 

of the world into His mar-

velous light. 

 

Preaching and Practice 

 

It takes good example to 

win those of the world to 

Jesus Christ, but it also 

takes specifically teaching 

them the word of God. 

When Paul admonishes 


